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—THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 
N. K.  JEMISIN 
Text: How Long 'Til Black Future Month? 
 

N(ora) .  K.  Jemisin is  a  New York Times bestsel l ing 
author  of  speculat ive f ic t ion short  s tor ies  and 
novels ,  who l ives  and wri tes  in  Brooklyn,  NY. In 
2018,  she became the f i rs t  author  to  win three Best  
Novel  Hugos in  a  row.  She has  a lso won a  Nebula  
Award,  two Locus Awards,  and is  a  recipient  of  the 
MacArthur  “Genius” Fel lowship.  
 

She is an emeritus member of the Altered Fluid writing group. In 

addition to writing, she has been a counseling psychologist and 

educator, a hiker and biker, and a political/feminist/anti-racist blogger. Although she no longer 

pens the New York Times Book Review science fiction and fantasy column called 

“Otherworldly” (which she covered for 3 years), her reviews can still be found online.  

          (From nkjemisin.com) 

 

Assignment:  

1. Read and take notes on the introduction to HOW LONG ‘TIL 

BLACK FUTURE MONTH? by N.K. Jemisin. 

2.  Look up unfamiliar vocab/allusions. (next page) 

3. Read and annotate the three short stories. Look for major themes, 

motifs, stylistic features, etc.  

 



Vocabulary 
“The Ones Who Stay and Fight” 

1. Polyglots pg. 3 

2. Mica-flecked pg. 3 

3. Tamarind pg. 4 

4. Itinerant pg. 4 

5. Pragmatic pg. 5 

6. Paradox pg. 5 

7. Homage pg. 5 

8. Gethen pg. 7 

9. Benighted pg. 7 

10.  Anathema pg. 9 

11. Pike pg. 10 

12. Venerated pg. 11 

“The City Born Great” 
1. Existential crisis pg. 16 

2. Florid pg. 16 

3. Favela pg. 19 

4. Neil deGrasse Tyson pg. 20 

5. Harbingers pg. 22 

6. Heisman pg. 25 

7. Tumid pg. 27 

8. Ralph Ellison pg.  29 

9. Iota pg. 29 

10. Lo que pasa, pasa. pg. 30 

11. Firmament pg. 30 

12. Squamous pg. 30 

13. Eldritch pg. 30 

14. Fugue pg. 31 

15. Genteel pg. 32 

 

“Red Dirt Witch” 
1. Commissary pg. 34 

2. Wont pg. 37 

3. Sundry pg. 37 

4. Cloying pg. 40 

5. Miasma pg. 40 

6. Fastidiously pg. 40 

7. Crinoline pg. 41 

8. Nought pg. 43 

9. Palsy pg. 44 

10. Humility pg. 50 

11. Fallow pg. 51 

12. Kudzu pg. 51 

13. Obelisks pg. 53 

14. Downtrodden pg. 54 

15. Cronies pg. 55 

16. Freedom Rides pg. 56 

 


































































